Diagnosis of personality disorders in cocaine-dependent individuals.
The authors explored the relationship between personality disorder (PD) and cocaine use. Diagnostic interviews for PD were performed at baseline and 12 weeks (study termination) in 47 cocaine-dependent individuals entering a pharmacologic treatment trial; 68% met criteria for a PD at baseline, 51% at study termination. In comparing baseline and termination PD, 22 individuals had no change in the number of PDs, 6 had more, and 17 had fewer. The group with an increase in the number of PD diagnoses had more positive urine drug screens than either of the other groups and more cocaine use by self-report. Personality disorders appear to be common in cocaine-dependent individuals but may be affected by cocaine use and withdrawal.